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Glendale Residents Have Access to Two Dozen More Libraries. The Glendale City Council 
recently approved two agreements with the Maricopa County Library District (MCLD) that provides 
additional resources to Glendale residents, as well as saves the city money by reducing operating 
expenses that can now be shared. In fact, throughout the county, Glendale residents will be able 
to access an additional two dozen libraries.

The first agreement is a reciprocal borrowing agreement with MCLD, in which any Maricopa 
County resident, regardless of which municipality they reside in, can get a library card from any 
municipal or county library in Maricopa County. For instance, a resident of Glendale will be able 
to get a card in Peoria, and vice versa. Not only will this provide flexibility and increased services 
for residents, but it will also provide additional revenue to Glendale. At the end of each year, 
the MCLD calculates the number of non-city residents using a municipal library for each city, as 
well as those patrons who use other city libraries and/or county libraries. This amount will vary 
annually, but based on current numbers, a potential of approximately $163,000 in additional 
revenue could be brought in through cash, book purchases and electronic database services. 

In addition, a second agreement with the MCLD involves a new software system, or 
Integrated Library System (ILS), that will be implemented through the county’s resources, 
covering all costs associated with migrating, training and annual maintenance, including 
upgrades. Since the city’s current ILS could be phased out and no longer technically supported, 
this was beneficial to the city. While this agreement will improve the library’s technology, it also 
will save the city nearly $350,000 in one-time funds and $35,000 annually in operating and 
maintenance costs.

The reciprocal borrowing went into effect July 1st and the new technology will be implemented 
over a period of time.

For additional information on Glendale Public Library, click here.
  

Other Library News. Glendale’s libraries now have 30 Nooks preloaded with eBooks for children, 
teens and adults. Also preloaded are two books in Spanish. With this program, users have a way 
to try out an eReader and eBooks before actually purchasing one of their own. Each of Glendale’s 
three libraries will have 10 Nooks available. The Nook is Barnes and Nobles’ brand of mobile 
electronic reading device and is touted as very light and having a good reading screen and long 
battery life.
Patrons interested in borrowing one of the eReaders must be a Glendale Public Library card 
holder in good standing, 18 and over and will need to provide current photo identification at 
checkout. The Nooks may be borrowed for four weeks with no renewal option. 

The Nooks were provided through donations and grant money.  Councilmember Joyce Clark 
donated six Nooks to the Velma Teague Branch Library. Councilmember Yvonne Knaack donated 
$1,800 to purchase 12 more, and another 12 were purchased through a grant. 

Click here for library hours and locations.
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Christmas in July! Santa is making an early stop in Historic Downtown Glendale on Saturday, July 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visitors will 
enjoy a fun-filled day of holiday crafts, sweet treats and exclusive deals in Historic Downtown Glendale, while having the opportunity to 
give back during a special back to school charity drive. 

With only 157 days left to get all of your shopping for gifts and decorations complete, start early and avoid the rush! Christmas cheer 
begins at the Glendale Visitor Center, where you’ll pick up your holiday map, coupons and gift bag (for the first 300 visitors) and take a 
spin on the prize wheel. 

Santa himself will take a break from making toys to make a stop in downtown Glendale, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at A Mad 
Hatter’s, located at 5734 W. Glendale Ave. Photos will be available for a nominal fee or shoppers are welcome to take their own pictures 
with Santa. 

In the spirit of holiday giving, the Glendale Visitor Center will be accepting school supplies for the Annual Back to School Supply Drive, 
which will benefit local elementary schools. These items include new backpacks, pencils, colored pencils, markers, erasers, paper, folders, 
binders, crayons and glue.  

Admission and parking are free. For more information, contact the Glendale Convention & Visitors Bureau at 623-930-4500 or visit 
www.visitglendale.com. The Glendale Convention and Visitors Bureau is located at 5800 W. Glenn Drive, Suite 140.

Get Wild About Glendale Parks and Recreation. The city of Glendale is joining the National Recreation and Park Association’s 
(NRPA) “Get Wild” theme for National Parks and Recreation Month.  Glendale wants everyone to show how wild they are about parks 
and recreation and take part in the “Get Wild” activities. As an added bonus to enjoying these great amenities and resources, Parks and 
Recreation is giving away a monthly pass for the Foothills Recreation & Aquatics Center. Simply log on to http://www.facebook.com/
GlendaleRecreation and click on the contest tab to enter.

The 2012 theme of  the “Get Wild” campaign encourages individuals, families, friends and park lovers everywhere to venture to 
Glendale’s parks and recreation facilities to experience the many benefits they offer, such as programs to inspire healthy, active lifestyles 
and activities to appreciate nature and the environment.  

Click here to learn more about how to get wild in Glendale and see the complete calendar of activities.

Game Night at The Rec. Join us for fun games and tournaments in the Activity Room, including ping pong and billiards at “Game Night” 
every Friday. “Game Night” begins at 6:30 p.m. at Foothills Recreation & Aquatics Center, 5600 W. Union 
Hills Dr. No registration is required. For more information, call 623-930-4610.

Kids Get Fit Adventure Program. Get fit and have fun at the same time! Kids ages 9-12 will participate in activities such as climbing the 
rock wall, basketball, obstacle courses and team challenges. These recreational-based activities will challenge all participants. Attendees 
will need to bring a personal water bottle, wear comfortable workout attire and closed-toe/heel tennis shoes; no jeans or dresses. 
 Join us from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Monday, July 9-Wednesday, July 11 or Monday, July 23-Wednesday, July 25 at Foothills 
Recreation & Aquatics Center, 5600 W. Union Hills Dr.
 The cost is $25 (or $32 for Non-residents). To sign up, call 623-930-4600. For more information, call 623-930-4610. 

Water Wars! Make a splash at the library! Teens, 12-18 are invited to join the annual Summer Water Wars party with water balloons, 
super soakers and more. Bring sunscreen, a towel and be dressed for outdoor water activities. All materials will be provided. Join us from 
2-3:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 10, Foothills Branch Library, 19055 N. 57th Ave. for this free program. For more information, call 623-930-3837. 

Wildlife World Zoo presents: Creatures of the Night. The Wildlife World Zoo is bringing some of their animal ambassadors so residents 
can explore the world of animals that are active in the night. Join us from 2-3 p.m., Wednesday, July 11 at the Velma Teague Branch 
Library, 7010 N. 58th Ave. For more information, call 623-930-3437. 

Capture the Flag: Water Fight! Beat the summer heat at this massive water fight. Two teams will compete to capture the flag and reign 
supreme. Join us from 4-5 p.m., Monday, July 16, Glendale Main Library, 5959 W. Brown St. Dress to get wet. Bring your own water gun 
or one will be provided. This event is for ages 8-11 only.  For more information on this free program, call 623-930-3537. 
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